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December 6, 2022 
 
Dear Mr. Cavey: 
 
Thank you for attending the November 16, 2022 meeting of the PPCSD Board of Education and 
thank you for your continued interest in district matters.  In response to the questions you asked 
during the open public comment period, the Board offers the following: 
 

1. In response to Dr. Timm’s reading of his email to parents and caregivers updating 
them about the NYS Law for Transgender and Gender Nonconforming Students 
and the District’s plans for keeping all students safe while complying with the law, 
you asked if the Board felt it was more important to be affirming and 
accommodating versus being truthful.   

a. The Board fully supports all efforts to create a safe and respectful environment 
for all learners, in keeping with the Dignity for All Students Act (DASA).  It may be 
helpful to note that even if the Board did not support the law, it is bound to honor 
it by the oath each member took to uphold the Constitution and the laws of the 
State of New York.  At present, the law in New York requires school districts to 
allow transgendered and gender non-conforming students to use the bathroom 
and/or locker room of the gender they identify with.  As such, the Board is bound 
to abide by the law.  People who object to the laws of the State of New York are 
encouraged to address their concerns with their elected representatives.     
 

2. Has the Board given any feedback to the NYSED or New York State officials about 
the negative impacts their mandates and restrictions had and still have within our 
district?  Has they Board given any reports to them regarding learning loss and 
need for additional mental health professionals, etc. How often are people held 
accountable?   

a. All educators, school boards, parents, students—everyone involved in any 
aspect of education—are keenly aware of the learning loss and other challenges 
brought on by the pandemic.  While the Board recognizes that all are challenged 
to bridge the learning gaps caused by remote instruction, those challenges are 
things that can be solved, whereas the loss of life cannot.  Additionally, the Board 
and the administration have been working to bolster the District’s mental health 
counseling capabilities by adding an additional full time counselor.   As far as 
how often people are held accountable, anyone occupying an elected office is 
held accountable each election for the decisions and policies they proposed 
and/or supported. 

 
3. Whom does the BOE serve? What is the primary role of public schools & the 

Board of Education? Who should the prime beneficiary of your services be? 
a. The PPCSD Board of Education serves the entire school community by 

establishing the vision goals and policies of the District and setting performance 
standards for the schools and superintendent.  The cultural, academic and 
social/emotional education of our young people is the principal role of our 
schools—public or private.    
 

4. Has the BOE alienated one group over another?   



a. As with any aspect of society, there will be differences of opinion, discomfort and 
disagreement with current laws, rulemaking and policies.  The Board makes 
room for all opinions to be heard by those who wish to share them.  The Board 
does not, has not and will not seek to “alienate one group in favor of another.”  

 
5. In regards to the COVID Clinic: How did it come about, and why?  Who initiated 

the conversation, who made the decision? 
a. The Pine Plains Pharmacy asked Dr. Timm if they could use the cafeteria for a 

COVID vaccination clinic.  The clinic was not a PPCSD initiative.  DR. Timm 
allowed the use of the facility in order to facilitate vaccinations for those who want 
them.  The use of the space is consistent with other community health initiatives 
like the blood drive, etc.  
 

6. Do you have any knowledge of upcoming policies that the public has no 
knowledge of? 

a. The Board does not have any such knowledge.  All new policies put forth by 
NYSED or NYSBA are vetted and reviewed by the BoE Policy Committee, 
amended as needed and/or allowed, and shared with the entire Board before 
being voted on in public session. 
 

7. Has the Board watched the Doctrine of the lesser Magistrate?  Has it seen the 
YouTube documentary on “The Killing Nurses?” 

a. The Board has not watched either of these as a group.  Whether or not individual 
members have watched them is unknown. 

 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Joe Kiernan, Board Member 
on Behalf of the Board of Education 

 


